[Postoperative complications following gynecologic operations in elderly females with benign and malignant changes of the genitals].
The retrospective study reported here, which covered 2116 patients operated on, indicates that postoperative complications are more likely to occur in women aged over 60 than in younger patients. There is also a connection between the patient's age and previous internal disease, the surgical approach, and the severity of the change requiring surgery. The connection between age and postoperative complications is principally explained by previous internal disease. Patients with malignant tumors are at greater risk than women with benign genital changes. Carcinoma cases apart, these patients are older and have suffered more from previous internal disease. While postoperative morbidity and mortality rates are higher among older patients, the percentage of complications occurring is so low that age does not represent a contraindication to gynecological surgery.